Don´t be soooooooooooooo Negative!   Ok, well just today!

Negatives in Spanish

**In English, we only use one negative per sentence


I don’t want to go.


She never cleans her room.


She doesn’t ever clean her room.

** In Spanish, we can use one or two negatives (double negative) per sentence.


Yo no hablo frances


I don’t speak French.


Ellos no va al correo nunca

They don’t go to the post office never.


Ellos nunca va al correo

They never go to the post office.

Types of negative sentences
1.  Simple negative sentence  -    this is where there’s a don’t in front of the verb

     Notice that the NO comes right before the verb.


I don’t want to study

Yo no quiero estudiar


We don’t help at home
Nosotros no ayudamos en casa


They don’t like tennis

A ellos no les gusta el tenis    (les is part of the verb)

Let’s try!

1. We don’t take out the trash!

3.  Alfonso and Juan don’t clean their room.

2.  I don’t study much.


4.  You (plural/informal) don’t have the homework.

2. Complex negative sentence -  this is when one of the “N” words are used (nunca/nada/nadie)

**Two ways to do this

1.  Me first version!!   In this version you stick the “N” word right in front of the verb

Yo nunca voy al centro


Tú nunca practicas el piano.

Nada tengo en mi mochila


Nada necesitamos

Nadie descansa en el parque


Nadie desayuna antes del colegio

2. Sandwich version!! Yum yum!  In this version you put a NO in front of the verb and the “N” word after.  (you sandwich the verb with negatives….)

Yo no voy al centro nunca


Tú no practicas el piano nunca
Yo no tengo nada en mi mochila

Nosotros no necesitamos nada
No descansa nadie en el parque

No desayuna nadie antes del colegio.

**Careful – sometimes “N” words are hard to spot in English – they can be translated as nothing/anything, nobody – no one/somebody, never/ever….

YOU TRY!!!!   Some are simple…some are complex!!

1. I never cook dinner.





2.  Nobody does chores!


  
3.  We don’t want anything. ( We don’t need nothing)

4.  They never make the bed.


5. No one washes the windows. 

6. My brother never has to take out the trash.

7. You don’t need to work in the garden.

8.  The students have nothing.  (They don´t have anything)

